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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome Back!

Welcome back to the start of a new term here at Hill Top. A particularly warm welcome to Miss Fuller who joins our Early Years Team as our new Reception Teacher. Where on earth did the summer go? (it seemed to be all politics, cricket and rain!) It seems hard to believe it is already September and we are already thinking about Harvest and yes, Christmas. But before all that we have got lots to get through and all staff have been working incredibly hard over the summer to ensure that your children get settled into their new routines just as quickly as possible.
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Work in school over the Summer

As always, there has been a hive of activity at Hill Top over the summer break. Most of the work has been going on behind the scenes – joinery, painting and decoration, ICT updates – all of which will continue to improve our building and efficiency.  
School Newsletters

[image: image3.wmf]This first newsletter of the school year will be the only paper copy that will be distributed to all parents. We now ask all parents and carers to access electronic copies of our newsletters. There are several ways in which to do this:

The Hill Top App  - there are details on our website on how to find and download this.

Our school Web site: Another way to access the newsletter is to subscribe on the school website: www.hilltop.ngfl.ac.uk  (Go to ‘Parents’, choose ‘Newsletters’ and then scroll down the page to the subscribe section.) The newsletter is also avaiable to view direct from our website.

If none of these are possible for you, you can request a paper copy from our school office.

Our newsletters contain useful information and exciting opportunities so please don’t miss out!

Dates for you diaries

[image: image4.wmf]A few dates to add to your diaries:

Fri 11th Oct
Individual Photograph Day 
Wed 16th Oct
Parents Consultation Afternoon / Evening

Thurs 17th Oct
Parents Consultation Afternoon / Evening
Fri 25th Oct

Harvest Celebration for KS1 at 9.00am
Thurs 28th Nov
Christmas Fayre from 3.30pm

Wed 4th Dec
Early Years morning and afternoon Christmas productions 

Wed 11th Dec
Key Stage 2 afternoon and evening Christmas Production

Thurs 12th Dec
Christmas Dinner

Fri 20th Dec
Carols in the Playground (being led by KS1, but all welcome) at 1.00pm
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This year we are continuing with our special Class Shine Time Assemblies on Friday mornings from 9.00am through to 9.30am. Each class will be hosting special assemblies to share work they have been doing in class in an entertaining way. As last year, you will be invited back into your child’s classroom where you can stay up until 10.30am. During this time, you will be able to see your child at work and speak to the class teacher about his / her targets. Shine Time dates are as follows:

Fri 27th Sep – Year 6 Shine Time 

Fri 15th Nov – Year 3 Shine Time
Other classes will be having special open mornings for parents on the following dates:
Fri 20th Sep – Year 1 Open Morning
Fri 4th Oct -  Year 4 Open Morning
Fri 18th Oct – Reception Open Morning
Wed 23rd October – Nursery Stay and Play (am and pm)

Fri 25th 0ct
- Year 2 Open Morning (following the KS1 Harvest)
Fri 8th Nov – Year 5 Open Morning
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Shine Time Awards
[image: image7.wmf]As you know, during Friday’s Shine Time celebrations, we distribute a whole host of awards…Child of the week, Tidiest Classroom, Attendance Cup etc – all of which are enthusiastically received. As a Church school, we will also be presenting our Christian Values Award, in the form of a small cross that can be worn on the collar / lapel of a polo shirt.  

This award will be given to children who have demonstrated how they behave the particular Christian Value we are focusing on in school in each particular term. This term we will be looking at ‘Responsibility’ and will be exploring what this means and how we can demonstrate it in our everyday lives.

Gardening Volunteer Required

Is there anyone out there who has got time to take charge of our outdoor pots – just keeping them weed free, planting annuals, bulbs etc. I think half an hour a week would be enough to make sure they are always tidy and help us create a good first impression for visitors. Please get in touch if you can help. Thank you.
Climbing Equipment and Gym Equipment

Can we remind parents that the KS1 climbing frame must not be used by children before or after school for health and safety reasons. When it is used during school hours, children are carefully monitored by staff to ensure they have the ability to use it sensibly and safely.
The same applies to the exercise equipment in the KS2 playground. We do recognise that it can be difficult to keep children off it, but please also bear in mind that the gym equipment is for KS2 children only.
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School Uniform
School does not stock school uniform, book bags or pump bags. Instead you can order these on line at https://www.yourschooluniform.com/
and just look up our school or purchase them at The Uniform Shop in Bradford.
We do stock a very small supply of pumps in school which cost £3.00 per pair.
Ready to learn

[image: image9.wmf]We are continuing to push Punctuality and Attendance this school year. Can you please ensure that your children arrive at school on time every morning. The school bell will sound at 8.50am and by 9.00am, all children should be in school and ready to learn. We are awarding a weekly Attendance Cup and half termly incentives to try and improve our already good attendance rate even further. This year we will continue presenting individual children awards who demonstrate good or outstanding punctuality and attendance.  A reminder also that if your child is going to be absent from school for whatever reason, please inform the office first thing in the morning.

Dinner Money – KS2 children only
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A reminder that those of you who wish to take up school dinners the prices are £1.80 per day or £9.00 per week. Dinner monies are now paid via Parent Pay on line. Our kitchen staff work really hard to produce cooked school dinners of the highest standards and in line with the governments Healthy Eating agenda. I can thoroughly recommend them! Our kitchen staff are planning some special themed days to promote our school lunches over the next few months:
Wednesday 18th September – a Mexican themed Lunch
Wednesday 9th October – a Chinese themed lunch

Tuesday 5th November – a Bonfire Night themed lunch
In order for dinner money debt not to be allowed to mount up, we will recommend the sandwich option if debts equate to more than two weeks worth of dinners.
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Milk Money

We no longer collect milk money. If you would like your child to have milk, please register on-line at www.schoolmilkuk.co.uk where payment can be made.

After School Clubs
We have after school clubs starting over the next few weeks. They are filling up quickly, and if we have any gaps, we will keep you posted. These need to be paid via Parent Pay.
PFA Events

Our PFA will be organising a series of fundraising events to support our next whole school development project during the course of this term. A full diary will follow their first meeting of the new school year which will be arranged very shortly.
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Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club runs every morning from 8am and still proves excellent value for money at £3.05 a session. This can be paid via Parent Pay This includes both child care in a warm, comfortable, child friendly environment as well as a choice of a filling breakfast package. Please see Mrs. DeKlerk for more details. There is no need to book a place at Breakfast Club – it can be accessed as and when needed. Can we also send a polite reminder asking you not to leave your children unsupervised in our main school reception before 8.00am.
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After School Care at The Lodge

Our after school care facility for Hill Top children at the Lodge continues this term. The children who accessed it last year really enjoyed it and we hope that it continues to provide a valuable service to working parents. The sessions begin after school and run up to 6.00pm. Children’s places have to be booked in advance for this so that appropriate numbers of snacks can be ordered. Please see the school office for more information. 
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Reading Challenge

Also going out this week, will be a copy of the Hill Top Reading Challenge – an annual initiative where we set all year groups the challenge to read, access or have read to them books that we think will widen their interests, challenge their thinking and capture their imaginations. Certificates are awarded to all children who manage to read 15 books (or more) of the books that are linked to their year groups. The list has been adapted from a list of books recommended by BookTrust - the UK's largest children's reading charity. We have also put the list on our school website (from the Home Page, go to School, then Curriculum, choose your child’s year group and then click on Reading Challenge)  and at the back of your child’s Reading Record Book for you to view.
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Mental Health and Well Being

This, quite rightly, remains a key priority for Hill Top during the course of this school year – we will be introducing Mindfulness Lessons which will be led by Ms. Turner our Learning Mentor, who attended significant training last year to support the delivery of this programme of lessons. We will also promote our Well Being Passports, which are a range of 20 activities per year group that we would like all children to access during the course of the year – some of these activities (which range from planning and cooking a meal to walking to the top of a hill!) will be done as part of the school curriculum, but we will also be encouraging our families to participate in some outside of school hours. The Passports are also available to see on line from our Home Page, go to School, then Curriculum, choose your child’s year group and then click on Activity Passport.
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Theatre Trip

We have a KS2 Theatre Trip planned to see Tom Gates Live at the Alhambra on the evening of Wednesday 25th September – we still have a small number of places to fill. If your child want to go, please book a place via Parent Pay.
D. Martin – Head Teacher
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