Hill Top CE Primary School 
10th June 2020
Dear Parents
First and foremost, we hope you are all well and keeping safe.
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Staying Safe

I know the government are gradually reopening our country following the Covid-19 pandemic, but it is clear that this is going to be a long, long process. We urge you to keep yourselves and your loved ones safe and adhere to all the rules, recommendations and regulations linked to staying home, safe and social distancing.
Nursery Places – we can now offer 30 hours!
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Great news for our Nursery, is that we are now in a position to offer 30 hours for those families who qualify (check if you qualify here) or want 30 hours. We are now in the process of making telephone calls and sending offer letters out to all parents and families who may be wanting either one of our new 30 hour places or a (part time) morning or afternoon place at our Nursery from September. We are often left with disappointed families who thought their children were on our list – if you are in any doubt whether or not a child is on our internal list, please speak with our office. Can you please spread the word to any families who might not currently have children at Hill Top, but may be wanting a Nursery place from September 2020 to contact our school office (office@hilltop.bradford.sch.uk or 01274 678386) with their child’s details. 
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Lunch Time Supervisors

We are looking to appoint some new lunch time supervisors to support our lunch time team – a number of positions may be available from September 2020 or very soon thereafter – with a range of hours, but the successful candidate(s) will be expected to work every day over the lunch time period.

You will be joining a hardworking and professional team of teachers and support staff to oversee the dining area and playground areas of our school over the lunch time period. 
The people we are looking for must have:

· A calm, positive and confident manner

· Good organisational skills and be self motivated

· A desire to work with children

· The ability to communicate with children effectively 

· A good sense of humour

Visits to the school are warmly welcomed and should be made by prior arrangement with our Business Manager, Pam Cryer pam.cryer@hilltop.bradford.sch.uk  from whom application forms and further details are available and to whom completed application forms should be sent.
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Free School Meals and Shopping Vouchers

We currently send home weekly shopping vouchers for those families who are entitled to Free School Meals (FSM). Please note that this is different from those children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 who are entitled to the Universal Free School Meal (UFSM) offer.

We know that during this unprecedented time, many more of our families may have become entitled to FSM (including those children in R, Y1 and Y2 who already get them under the UFSM offer), but in order to be entitled to receive vouchers from school, we urge you to apply for the FSM option.

The eligibility criteria to apply for FSM includes those of you who are currently entitled to:
· Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400, (£616.57 per month)
· Income Support
· Income Based Job Seekers Allowance
· Income related Employment and Support Allowance
· Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit Child
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Tax Credit without Working Tax Credit and an annual household income of less than £16,190
· Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
If you fall into one of these categories, please, please, please, we urge you to follow the link below:

https://bradford.gov.uk/benefits/applying-for-benefits/free-school-meals/
…it is a straightforward form to complete, and this means we can add you to our list of families to whom weekly shopping vouchers are being sent.
If you need any help or have any questions about this scheme, please do contact us.

Emailing Shopping Vouchers

We will continue to email out the Shopping Vouchers, which should arrive each Monday to Hill Top families. If for whatever reason you have not received them by the Wednesday of each week, please contact school and we will try our best to chase up for you. Latest guidance is that we move away from sending out shopping vouchers and deliver food parcels instead – we are exploring the logistics of this.
Returning to School
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The return to school for our Nursery, Reception and Year 1 children began for some children this week, and we must say that it has been lovely to see them. As our number of Key Worker children has increased, our capacity to open up for Year 6 children as planned has been compromised – this has been a tricky decision to make but schools have been told to prioritise Key Workers and our younger children first. We will of course continue to review the capacity to have year 6 back as the regulations continue to change. The cynic in me really expects the government to announce that the 2m social distancing is to be reduced to 1m – this will enable schools to fit more children in the spaces they have got. We fully expect some restrictions for schools in September, and into the new year 2021 but we are as much in the dark as you are about what these may be. We will endeavour to ensure maximum safety protocols and practices are adopted for everybody here at Hill Top. We are expecting the strategy / support used to reopen our schools more widely to be in place for some considerable time. We will work closely with our LEA and you, our parents and community, to ensure we get this right when the time comes.

Home Learning
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Our staff are continuing to work in separate teams in keeping school open for the growing number of children of Key Workers.
They will also continue to send work home vie email, and we recommend that you access the BBC Bitesize daily lessons https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons and Oak National Academy https://www.thenational.academy/ - both of these sites are being recommended by the Government and there are some lovely learning resources here during this time.
Key Workers

Whilst school will continue to prioritise care for children of Key Workers, can I reiterate that school should remain absolutely the final option as a place of child care throughout the whole of this period – if you can make arrangements for your children to stay at home, where it is significantly safer for them and everyone else, you should do everything in your power to facilitate this.

Twitter
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Do please share any news with us on Twitter @HillTopCE – it is uplifting for both their friends and staff to see what our children are up to – how they are getting on with their work, their challenges etc – we will aim to retweet as many as we can.
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Internet Safety 
Many children may be having more access to the internet during this time – do please be mindful of what children are accessing. Make sure you have the right security and parental locks to keep our children safe when working on-line. 
Christian Values
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As you are aware, each half term at Hill Top we focus on a different Christian Value  - and my goodness how important are some of the ones we have looked at in the past (such as perseverance, friendship, respect, thankfulness) – given what’s going on in the world at the moment at a number of different levels. We always consult with parents as to what Christian Values you think are important – please look out for a letter and on-line questionnaire that will be sent out next week for you to choose up to three different Christian Values that you think Hill Top need to focus on throughout the next two years.
Support and Help
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We really do hope you are not finding this time too difficult. If there is anything more we can do for you, or anything that is being sent home that you are not sure about please ask or call and we will do our very best to help. There is a Senior Leader in school every day – and we are happy to answer any questions you might have. We can help and want to help. In the meantime, look out for newsletters, texts and tweets as a way of keeping in touch and of course look out for your daily emails from class teachers.
D. Martin – Head Teacher
